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AITC Comment Form

Standard Specification for
Structural Glued Laminated Timber
Of Softwood Species (AITC 117)

Return Ballot & Comments to rgoff@aitc-glulam.org or to the AITC Headquarters.

Issue date: June 15, 2009 Deadline for receipt: July 15, 2009

This form must accompany each Affirmative with comment and Negative votes. Use one
form per section/change. All information is mandatory, failure to include all information may
result in your ballot being excluded from consideration by the Panel of Directors

Ballot items marked “Affirmative with Comment” or “Negative” must be accompanied by:

1. Written explanation (reasons) for your vote.
2. Proposed resolution (alternate wording) for your negative vote.

Instructions: Use copies of this form to provide explanation and proposed revisions. Use a
separate form for each section. Attach all comment forms to the back of the ballot.

Fill in Explanation and Proposed Revision sections (the boxes will expand as you type).
Do not write explanations or proposed revisions on the ballot or in the cover letter.

Voter's Name: Kevin Cheung Voter’'s Organization: Western Wood Products Association

Section: 1.2 and 3.1 Vote: [ ] Negative
X Affirmative with Comment

Explanation: Section 1.2 Species — “ES” is the official species mark for “Engelmann
Spruce” (see Standard Grading Rules for Western Lumber). The use of “ES” for “Eastern
Spruce” in AITC 117 will create confusion in the marketplace.

Section 3.1 Lumber Grade — The 2008 edition of the AITC Grading Handbook for

Laminating Lumber deviates from the grading rules for Structural Laminations in the

Standard Grading Rules for Western Lumber as follows:

- Twist provision is not included in AITC Grading Handbook

- “Timber Break” described in the AITC Grading Handbook is inconsistent/incorrect.
ALSC’s NGR Interpretation provides the proper description of “Timber Break”.

- The Slope of Grain provision in the AITC Grading Handbook Table 3.5.2 for Hem-Fir L1
and LID grades are different from the Standard Grading Rules for Western Lumber.

Proposed Revision:
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Voter's Name: Brian K. Tolley Voter’s Organization: AkzoNobel / Casco Adhesives

Section: 1.2 Vote: [ ] Negative
X Affirmative with Comment

Explanation: | don’t understand the need for the ES (Eastern Spruce) category when all 3
species are grouped in both SW (Softwood) and SFP (Spruce Pine Fir). Wouldn't this triple
classification just add confusion to designers? Should any species be in multiple

groupings?

Proposed Revision:_Remove the species grouping or remove those species from the other
2 classifications. Make sure each species is represented in only one species group.
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